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Substantive Proposed Rule Changes: 

Change 1: Changes to Facility ID with Corresponding Additional Fees

Alter the definition of “facility” to specify that enclosures within any given facility must be contiguous. 
Pens that are not contiguous must have an additional breeder facility ID number. 

Change 2: TWIMS Mortality Reporting and CWD Sample Submission

Require mortalities to be reported in TWIMS within 14 days of discovery, and CWD samples to be 
submitted to TVMDL within 14 days of collection. 

Change 3: Prohibiting Exotics in Permitted Deer Facilities

No person may possess deer, livestock, exotic livestock, or similar animals in a deer breeding facility, 
or allow deer, livestock, exotic livestock, or similar animals to access a deer breeding facility other 
than:

The deer identified in the reconciled herd inventory for the facility; and 
offspring that are not required to be identified and reported to the department under the provi-
sions of Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 43, Subchapter L.
NOTE: This issue is currently being evaluated and discussed by executive staff at the Texas 
Deer Association, the Exotic Wildlife Association, and Program Leadership at Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. All parties have been in communication regarding possible amendments to the 
proposed language above. TDA and EWA will continue to work in cooperation with TPWD staff 
to address all parties’ concerns. TDA and EWA intend to file public comments accordingly. 

•
•

•

(These Proposed Rules Have NOT Yet Been Filed in the Texas Register)
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Change 4: Rule Language for Standards of Care

Require a facility to be constructed and contain infrastructure appropriate for the humane treatment 
of deer, including continuous supplies of water and ample supplies of food and cover or shelter.

Change 5: Certified Pen Inspector

Replace “Certified Wildlife Biologist” with “Certified Pen Inspector” and codify qualifications:

Has not less than three years of post-graduate experience associated with breeder deer within 
the past five years
Has not failed to maintain a reconciled herd inventory within the five years immediately 
preceding any inspection
Has not received a final conviction or been assessed an administrative penalty for violation of 
an offense listed in §65.703 of this title (relating to Proscription of Certain Agents and Surro-
gates)
Has completed requisite application material from the department, and received a certificate of 
completion

•

•

•

•

Change 6: Rules Applied to Escaped Deer

Immediately upon discovering the escape of breeder deer from a facility, a permittee shall notify the 
department of the escape along with the intended actions to recapture the escaped deer.  The permit 
holder shall notify the department daily of the efforts to capture the escaped breeder deer until the 
escaped breeder deer are captured.  The permittee shall also immediately provide evidence of facili-
ty enhancements to prevent subsequent escapes.  If the escaped deer cannot be captured within 10 
days, then the department will issue a disease-testing plan for the adjacent site to which the breeder 
deer escaped (if under same ownership of deer breeding facility) and/or the permitted deer breeding 
facility if the deer breeding facility from which breeder deer escaped was/is Not Movement Qualified.

Change 7: Prohibiting Mule Deer and White-tailed Deer Comingling

Prohibit the comingling and/or interbreeding of white-tailed deer and mule deer

Change 8: Prohibit the Cloning of White-tailed Deer 

Prohibit the cloning of white-tailed deer except as may be authorized under a Scientific Research 
Permit
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Change 9: Residency Restrictions for White-tailed Deer and Mule Deer

Restrict residency within (and access to) a deer breeding facility to WTD or MD that are included in the 
current herd inventory reported to the department (except for fawn breeder deer that are not yet 
required to be reported)

Change 12: Emergency Transport of Deer to a Licensed Veterinarian 

Deer breeders may transport breeder deer without a transfer permit from a permitted facility to a 
licensed veterinarian’s medical facility for emergency medical treatment provided:

The breeder deer are not removed from the means of transportation at any point between the 
permitted facility and the veterinary medical facility, or
If removed from the means of transportation, the deer are not housed in facilities that may 
have housed other species susceptible to chronic wasting disease. 

•

•

Change 10: Limits for Transfer Permits

Limit transfers of white-tailed deer and mule deer to counties for which there is an open season for 
that species.

Change 11: Transfer Permit Activation Changes

A transfer permit authorizes the movement of the breeder deer identified on the activated permit.  In 
the event that (1) multiple vehicles are needed to transport deer to a destination, or (2) a single vehi-
cle is employed for multiple trips to a single destination, or (3) a single instance of transport involves 
stops at multiple destinations, the specific deer on each trailer load will be identified on an adden-
dum to the transfer permit (transport manifest).

If a breeder deer is removed from the means of transportation to the medical facility and is 
temporarily housed in a location that may house other susceptible species, then a transfer 
permit reflecting that transport must be activated and completed and an additional transfer 
permit must be activated prior to the deer returning to the deer breeding facility.

•

Change 13: Nursing Facility Timeline

No person may possess a breeder deer in a nursing facility beyond 120 days following the deer’s 
birth.
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REMOVED: Limiting Semen and Embryo Exchange

The following will NOT be considered: Prohibit introduction of semen, eggs, or embryos from any 
location other than a permitted Texas deer breeding facility with “current” and “movement qualified 
status” or a facility actively enrolled and advancing in USDA’s Herd Certification Program.

ISSUES NOT EXPECTED TO BE INCLUDED IN PROPOSED RULEMAKING

REMOVED: Minimum Release Site Acreage

The following will NOT be considered: Require minimum of 101 acres for release sites.
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